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Welcome to Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue
As a new member to our educational programming or a returning program participant, we hope to
encourage and inspire your child's interest in all forms of wildlife. At Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue, we firmly
believe individuals can make a difference and we see it happen first hand every day. Our educational
programming is geared towards helping educate younger generations about Canadian wildlife,
rehabilitation and conservation efforts, environmentally friendly practices, growing a healthier relationship
to our natural environment and ultimately “bringing education to life” with the assistance of our animal
ambassadors. The MARTEN is designed to provide parents, guardians, and program participants with the
necessary information on everything to do with programming, safety protocols, expectations, etc.
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue strives to create and maintain a positive atmosphere filled with unique
memories and meaningful experiences. By Receiving this email, Thank you! This email means your child is
enrolled in one of our many educational programs. These programs fund our ability to operate our wildlife
rehabilitation hospital.
If you have any questions regarding this document, please do not hesitate to reach out to
education@sopercreekwildlife.com
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1.1 Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue History & Introduction
How it All Started
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue was founded in March of 2016. Its creation was a leap of faith based on
a 3-year old’s love for a squirrel.
While on maternity leave with her 2nd child in 2016,
Stefanie’s son Bryce was obsessed with a squirrel in their backyard.
One day, while he was feeding this squirrel, Bryce asked Stefanie
why she didn’t love the squirrel like he did. An honest question
from a 3-year-old. Her response was that she does love the squirrel
and loves all animals. Bryce was convinced that she didn’t love the
squirrel like he did, that she only loved lions and tigers as she
worked at a local zoo. That night, Stefanie was speaking with her
husband about the incident that took place during the day. She asked Justin if she loved the squirrel. His
response was the first steppingstone to starting Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue. He answered, “you love
squirrels, you love all animals, I just don’t know if you actually love this particular squirrel.” With tears
streaming down her face, it was a moment for Stefanie to reflect on her love and knowledge of Ontario
species. She had dedicated her entire life to working with exotic animals but never really took the time to
appreciate what was going on here in Ontario.
At this point she decided not to return to work from maternity leave, quitting her job, selling their
family home to buy a home with acreage to start Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue. This is a family organization
dedicated to the rehabilitation of native species and education of the public about what’s going on in our
backyard.

Our Vision
Our vision at Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue is geared towards the idea of “one health”. One health
philosophy encourages us to focus on the innate relationships between people, animals, and our shared
natural environment.
To Quote,
“In the end, we will only conserve what we love.
We love only what we understand.
We only understand what we are taught.” - Baba Dioum
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Our Goals
Our Goals at Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue are to:
-

Reconnect children to the natural environment through structured and inquiry-based learning
Foster healthy relationships towards ourselves, others, and the natural environment
Promote community awareness and understanding of Canadian wildlife and wildlife rehabilitation
efforts

1.2 Why Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue?
Educational & Fun
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue provides programs that are both fun and exciting, as well as educational.
Our goal is to reconnect children of all ages and abilities with the great outdoors, and to leave them with
resources and tools that will continue to keep them engaged with
the world around them.

Thinking Global, Staying Local!
When you choose to learn with Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue, you are
choosing to learn about the wildlife, plants, and animals right in your
own backyard. Animals and their environments all over the world
are at risk, but there are things we can do right here, right now to
impact and support North American species.

Making A Difference
As a wildlife refuge, Soper Creek is home to various animal friends that
have come to us from unfortunate circumstances. When you support
Soper Creek, you are helping to provide food, shelter, and veterinary
care for these remarkable creatures.
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Description Of Property
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue is nestled within the beautiful forests of the Oak Ridges Moraine. Sitting on
13.75 enchanted acres, our property is divided into two sections: our Forest and Nature School, and the Wildlife
Rehabilitation Facility. The nature school is where all our programming is run. At no point is your child brought
to the rehabilitation side of our property, it is restricted for trained staff or volunteers and specialized
intermediate programming groups only. Furthermore, deep in our cedar forest, there is a small portion of Soper
Creek which runs directly through the property. Soper Creek is part of the Bowmanville/Soper Creek watershed,
and is in connection with two provincially protected wetlands, offering unique learning opportunities to observe
wildlife and biodiversity during the duration of the program.

(Our main office & mammal rehabilitation building)

1.3 Staff Information
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue started as a small family run organization and is now growing to be an
intrinsic part of the community and beyond. The staff listed below are all full-time year-round employees as
well as the owners of Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue. Our centre is very much a seasonal organization due to the
nature of our wildlife rehabilitation centre and our ever-growing summer camp and nature school
programming. All staff must go through a multi-interview process, are tested on our policies, procedure, and
programming manuals, and must have a negative police record check for working with vulnerable peoples. All
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seasonal staff are here a few months to undergo training before running our summer programming in addition
to the full-time staff. Moreover, all year round programming is run by full time staff or returning seasonal
staff.

Our Education Department Lead
To put a face to the educational department, this Leah. Leah is the Environmental
Education & Outreach Coordinator here at Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue. She has a
degree and diploma in Ecological Restoration from Trent University in conjunction
with Fleming College. She joined our team in January of 2019. She is currently
enrolled in the Forest and Nature School Practitioners Course run by the Child &
Nature Alliance of Canada. She has completed the Hug-a-Tree and Survival
program run by Ontario Search and Rescue. She is always kept up to date with
Standard First Aid training, CPR a + AED certified, WHMIS, and has taken courses
in Outdoor Health and Safety Training. She is certified under the Ontario Benthic
Biomonitoring Network and holds high regards for conservation efforts as a
whole. When your child is enrolled in any of our education programs Leah is most
likely around, be sure to say hello. Leah is the person you are reaching out to
when you use the education@sopercreekwildlife.com email address.

Stefanie MacEwan (Founder/Executive Director)
Justin Vandebelt (Director of Operations)

Nicole Countway
(Senior Wildlife Technician)
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1.4 Programming Information
General Hours for Programming
Early Drop Off

7am - 9am

Early drop off is available by
request only. Starting at
7am. The fee is $10 per child

Regular Programming Hours

9am - 4pm

Drop off for regular camp
hours begins no earlier than
8:45am.

Late Pick Up

4pm - 6pm

Late pick up is available by
request only. After camp
from 4pm - 6pm. The fee is
10$ per child

Disclaimer: For those needing BOTH early drop off and late pick up the fee is 15$/day. For
those that have not requested early drop off campers can arrive no earlier than 8:45am.
Please do not come earlier than this as our wildlife educators will not be at the sign in
station if early drop off has not been arranged. Participants cannot be onsite at any time
unattended. The exception to this rule is during the summer camp programming. Campers
can start getting dropped off at 8:30am to ensure that the programming starts right at
9:00am

Drop off / Pick up Location Details
All programming will be held at Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue. Our address is
6706 Gibbs Road, Bowmanville (Clarington). Drop-off and pick-up location will be
at our admissions building. Please drive past our private residential address, look
towards the double white flags on the road. This will lead you to our main
admissions building and parking lot. The admissions building has a bright green
door. Please do not use of other driveways when turning around, keep our
neighbor’s driveways clear, and do not park on the road. We need to be respectful
of our neighbors and the municipal bylaws.
For school year programming, staff will meet you at our drop-off & pick-up
location. Participants of our forest school programming must be signed in and out
by a parent or guardian.
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Summer Camp - Kiss & Ride style just like at school!
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue has made changes to our main parking lot to
accommodate a kiss and ride style camp drop off. We encourage parents
to stay in their vehicles when dropping off your child as fast and easy as
possible, thus making a smooth system for others waiting to do the same.

Summer Camp
During summer camp programs, 3 staff members will be in the parking lot
assisting you navigate the marked parking lot, helping with drop off,
signed in on our electronic tablet getting kids out of the parking lot safely
and off to the table with their assigned group, where the rest of the camp
staff will be waiting to greet them.
We cannot stress enough, please make sure campers are dropped off on time,
as some groups will have a hike to get to their workstation for the day. We
cannot call groups back for your child should you be late as most locations are
a 15-20 minute hike for the campers. It is imperative that you arrive on time to
ensure you are not disrupting the other programs and the children's
experience. We understand that there are times when extreme situations
prevent you from arriving on time but those that continually arrive late,
disrupting other campers' experiences will not be allowed to re-register their
child for future programs. We want to ensure the program is fun for everyone
and it is definitely not fun for little kids to make multiple trips back to base to
pick up late comers.
End of day pick up will be very similar as the children will be waiting. Please do
not get out of your car, we will bring them to you. This policy is what has been
outlined by the Ministry and we have to adhere to it.
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All Other Year Round Scheduled Programming
Similar to the instructions about but please pull into the
parking lot for drop off. Please do not park anywhere on
the road. During the spring and fall our neighbor across the
street needs the road clear for farm equipment and to
access his fields. In the winter the snow plows need the
roads clear to service the road. A staff member will meet
you at the green picnic table located near the parking lot,
where the children can sign in and wait for their group
members. We understand that there are times when extreme situations prevent you from arriving on time
but those that continually arrive late, disrupting other campers' experiences will not be allowed to re-register
their child for future programs.
End of day pick up will be very similar as the children will be waiting. Please do not get out of your car, we will
bring them to you. This policy is what has been outlined by the Ministry and we have to adhere to it, following
covid protocols.
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Important Dates (ages 4+)
Program Title

Designated Age Group

Start to Finish Dates

PA Day Camps

Age 4 -12

Change Annually based on the school
year calendar

Weekend Programing

Wild Chick-a-dees Age 4-7
Wildlife Detectives Age 8-12
(Saturdays only)

Spring Session Apr 2 - Jun 18
Winter Session Jan 8 - Mar 26

Forest Explorers Age 4-12
(Sundays only)

Spring Session Apr 3 - Jun 19
Winter Session Jan 9 - Mar 27

Ages 4 - 12

Winter Session
Tuesdays Jan 11 - Mar 29
Wednesdays Jan 12 - Mar 30

Wild Week Days
(school year
programming)

Spring Session
Wednesdays Apr 6 - Jun 22
Fall Session
Tuesdays Sep 13 - Dec 13
Wednesdays Sep 14 - Dec 14
Thursdays Sep 15 - Dec 15
Single Day Camps

Ages 4 - 12

Mondays Jul 4 - Aug 29
Tuesdays Jul 5 - Aug 30
Wednesday Jul 6 - Aug 31
Thursdays Jul 7 - Sep 1
Fridays Jul 8 - Spe 2

March Break Camp

Ages 4 - 12

March 14 - 18

Winter Break Camp

Ages 4 - 12

December 26 - 31

Summer Camp

Wild Child Ages 4 - 7
Week 1 Jul 4 - 8
Wildlife Stewards Ages 8 - 12 Week 2 Jul 11 -15
Wild Amung Us Ages 6 - 12
Week 3 Jul 18 - 22
Week 4 Jul 25 - 29
Week 5 Aug 1 - 5
Week 6 Aug 8 - 12
Week 7 Aug 15 - 19
Week 8 Aug 22 - 26
Week 9 Aug 29 - Sep 2
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Important Dates (ages 12+)
Program Title

Designated Age Group

Start to Finish Dates

Junior Rehabbers
(sundays only)

Ages 12 - 16

Winter Session
Sunday Jan 9 - Mar 27
Spring Session
Sunday Apr 3 - Jun 19

Junior Rehabbers
(summer time)

Ages 12 - 16

Week 1 Jul 4 - 8
Week 2 Jul 11 -15
Week 3 Jul 18 - 22
Week 4 Jul 25 - 29
Week 5 Aug 1 - 5
Week 6 Aug 8 - 12
Week 7 Aug 15 - 19
Week 8 Aug 22 - 26
Week 9 Aug 29 - Sep 2

Leaders in training

Ages 14 - 16

Week 1 Jul 4 - 8
Week 2 Jul 11 -15
Week 3 Jul 18 - 22
Week 4 Jul 25 - 29
Week 5 Aug 1 - 5
Week 6 Aug 8 - 12
Week 7 Aug 15 - 19
Week 8 Aug 22 - 26
Week 9 Aug 29 - Sep 2
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Basic Programming Schedule
This is a very dry and basic outline of the schedule of what your child does here in a day, it is seasonal and
weather dependent as well. For example in the summer there is time spent at the creek with different
activities and learning opportunities. Just like there are different activities to be planned in winter.
9 - 9:45am

Good morning routine / ice breakers

9:45 - 10:30am

Education games

10:30 - 10:45am

First Snack Time

10:45 - 11:30am

Lesson plan or inquiry based learning activity

11:30am - 12pm

hands on activity

12 - 12:30pm

Lunch

12:30 - 1:15pm

Hike / inquiry based learning activity / experiment

1:15 - 2pm

Animal time / meet & greet

2 - 2:15pm

Last snack

2:15 - 3pm

Activity sheet / take home activity (craft)

3 - 3:30pm

Open play then pack/clean up

4pm

Departure / Pick up
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Program Expectations
Personal Items
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue will not be held responsible for any lost or missing items. Personal items, like toys,
are to be kept in the children’s bags or kept at home. Any items brought from home are brought at your child's
own risk. We do recommend that clothing or personal items are marked or labeled with your child's name.
We do hold a lost and found item pick up at the end of each week and again at the end of each program end
date. Items not picked up by labor day weekend are cleaned and donated to a local organization.

Electronics
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue offers 100% outdoor
educational programming. This means restricted use of
electronic devices. A small device can be brought to
programming for the sole purpose of taking photos of
animals, if permission was given by the educational staff
member during that time. Please do not let your child bring
any handheld gaming devices, music devices, etc. these
devices may not come out during camp hours and will be
held by the educational staff member until the end of the
day. Help us to encourage an attentive, productive learning
environment for your child and other children in the group.

Privacy with Programming Photos
During registration you either choose yes or no to the following statement (on campbrain portal):
“I grant Soper Creek Wildlife the right to photograph, videotape and/or record me and/or my child/ward and
to use my or my child/ward’s name, face, likeness, voice and appearance in connection with exhibitions,
publicity, Web content, advertising and promotional materials without reservation, limitation or
compensation”
If the answer was no, the following statement is relevant as a reminder:
“We respect and appreciate your choice not to allow us to photograph your child. We do ask that you speak
with your child prior to camp about this choice. As we are not able to photograph their experience at camp
they will not participate in group photos, images with animal ambassadors or daily activities. Parents will also
not be given access to our Private FaceBook page in which images of the other campers will be made available
to the others”.

Communication Outlets
During registration the following was agreed to as a reminder:
“ I agree to allow Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue to communicate with me through this online portal with respect
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to SCWR information, news and updates. I understand that all email addresses, phone numbers and
individuals linked to my campers account will receive communications. Should you not wish to have
communications from SCWR you are responsible for removing specific information. SCWR cannot remove
provide contact details from a campers account”
Parents needing to reach out can use email or chat one to one with a
staff member at pick up or drop off. Please do not use the Soper
Creek Wildlife Rescue Hotline as we try to keep that line open for
incoming emergency calls for our Wildlife Hospital.

Leah Martin, Environmental Education & Outreach Coordinator
Please use: education@sopercreekwildlife.com
Stefanie MacEwan, Founder & Licensed Wildlife Custodian
Please use: info@sopercreekwildlife.com
Any urgent information on our end we will contact you directly using
the information you have provided on the registration portal.

Behavior Breakdown
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue offers a safe space for all of those that attend our programs including staff,
volunteers and children. We understand that children get excited and unintentionally accidents can happen.
However, those that directly display any form of violence towards another camper, staff or volunteer
intentionally, will be immediately removed from our program without
compensation or refund. This includes behaviour between siblings.
We do not accept any form of bullying including name calling, foul language or intimidation. Staff will attempt
to resolve any issues between campers. Should the behaviour not change during the course of the day a
phone call will be made to the parents or addressed at pick up. If the bullying behavior persists after the day
following the phone call to the parents, the camper will be removed immediately from the program without
compensation or refund.
This method allows for multiple opportunities for change in behaviour (staff and parent intervention) but
unfortunately our goal is to provide a safe and fun experience for everyone.
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue has a zero-tolerance rule for violence and vandalism. Therefore, any campers
who perform a violent act or vandalize Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue’s property or the property of another
camper will be immediately asked to leave and can not return to camp. There is no refund for children
dismissed due to violence or vandalism.
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Child Abuse Reporting and Prevention
For all those participations in programming at Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue, know that we are committed to
taking a proactive response in regards to the prevention of child abuse or neglect. Under the Child and Family
Service Act for Ontario, there are laws which tell us what steps can be taken if a child is suspected of being
abused or at this of abuse. Again, Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue will not tolerate any form of physical, sextual,
emotional, verbal, or psychological abuse. Moreover, will not tolerate any form of neglect or harassment.

Potty Trained
Yes we do have programming available for those four years old and up. The expectations when they come
to programming is that your child is potty trained. We have two types of washroom facilities available for
program participants to use while they are here with us. One is a temperature controlled trailer, with running
water, located in our parking lot area. The other is an outhouse down in our forest area for emergencies only.
We understand accidents happen. However none of our staff are allowed to assist your child if said accidents
happen. Staff are able to help with buttons or stuck zippers outside of the stall with your child's request but
beyond that they are unable to help. As recommended in a list of supplies to pack to camp wet wipes, and a
full change of clothes are recommended

Sharing of Food OR Spoiled Lunch
The sharing of food or snacks during programming is not something
we allow. Due to allergies and covid policies. The only exception to this is if
your child is here with a sibling.
For programming, summer camp especially, children spend their day at a
designated camp area, and rotate throughout the week. Most stations are
located in our forest. If your child happens to drop their lunch and it falls on
the ground, their lunch is unfortunately deemed inedible. With all the foot
traffic of the program participants and the wild critters that also call the forest
home, the 5-second rule is not safe. A phone call will be made home to
discuss options for the rest of the day regarding lunch and or last snack.
Our licensing does not permit us to provide your child with food due to having animals on property. For this
reason we do not keep extra snacks and food onsite.
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1.5 Refund Policy
Summer Camp Refund Information:
Refunds for camps will be made if requested in writing, by email and will be refunded in accordance with the
schedule below. Credit can be obtained for the full amount of the refund to use towards another program if
the guidelines are met, and the program date is within the same calendar year.
All refunds are subject to a $50 administrative fee (per camp session/per child,) deducted from the total
allowable refund.
Refunds in the form of a personal cheque may take up to 4-6 weeks for processing. Refunds will be issued in
the format they were originally paid.
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue reserves the right to grant exceptions to the stated policy in situations including,
but not limited to, illness and death in the immediate family.

No Refunds for Partial Camp Attendance or Illness:
We do not give refunds or credits when someone chooses to leave camp part way through, whether due to
illness or any other reason. This includes being asked to leave camp for any reason. Virtually all of our
expenses are incurred before the start of the camp week. Similarly, we cannot give refunds or credits to
people who have registered for more than one camp if they choose during their first session not to attend
another session. (the exception to this is if we are able to fill the spot with someone on our waiting list)
Furthermore, any child who attends with a transferable or communicable illness (pink eye, 5th disease) will be
asked to leave camp without a refund for the days missed.

Extreme Circumstances:
What is an extreme circumstance? Someone in your family is told they have 6 month to live, your house burns
down, are a few examples. By all means, contact us! We’re not heartless. We may ask for some kind of
documentation and explanation, and we’ll be more flexible if we hear from you sooner rather than later. We’ll
consider all situations individually.

Considerations for COVID-19:
Should the province of Ontario close summer camp programming, all participants will receive 100% of
registration minus a $50 administration fee per camper.
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Should the state of emergency for the province of Ontario been lifted and our programming has been given
the green light to start once again: we will be continuing to follow Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue’s normal
refund policy.
Only should the camper or immediate family member (living in the same household) be quarantined due to
COVID-19 and 48 hours’ notice is provided to us in writing, we will transfer the campers credit to another
week within the same calendar year. There will be a $50 administration fee to transfer. We will not provide a
refund.

Extended Care Refunds:
To receive a refund for extended care notice must be provided in writing 15 days before the beginning of your
camo session.

REFUND GUIDELINES
Summer Camp:
Time of request - Up to May 31st - 100% REFUND - $50 Admin Fee
per camper/per session
Up to 30 days before the start date of registered camp session 50% REFUND - $50 Admin Fee per camper/per session
29 days or less before camp session begins - NO REFUND

*Only if your space can be filled will we provide you with a refund, minus the administration fee.

Winter Break Camp:
Time of request - Up to November 1st - 100% REFUND - $50 Admin Fee per camper/per session
Up to 30 days before the star date of camp session - 50% REFUND - $50 Admin Fee per camper/per session
29 days or less before camp session begins - NO REFUND
*Only if your space can be filled will we provide you with a refund, minus the administration fee.

March Break Camp:
Time of request - Up to February 5th - 100% REFUND - $50 Admin Fee per camper/per session
Up to 30 days before the start date of camp - 50% REFUND - $50 Admin Fee per camper/per session
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29 days or less before camp session begins - NO REFUND

*Only if your space can be filled will we provide you with a refund, minus the administration fee.

1.6 COVID-19 POLICIES
Our staff have worked on amazing programs all year round and can’t wait to share them with you. Due to the
updated regulations that have been put out by the Ministry, we have had to make some changes as to how
the programs can run. Please take the time to read what we have done to ensure your child's safety.

Self Check Before Coming to Programming
As agreed, to during registration “I declare that I have not been diagnosed with, been in contact with or
willingly exposed to an individual with COVID 19. To the best of my ability those present in my family,
including my child, are healthy and have not shown any symptoms of COVID-19. We acknowledge that Soper
Creek Wildlife Rescue has met all of the provincial guidelines to ensure this event is safe. We also understand
that despite Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue’s best efforts they cannot guarantee that anyone in attendance does
not have COID-19 as it is possible to be asymptomatic. We agree to hold harmless, Soper Creek Wildlife
Rescue and all of its directors, staff and volunteers should we contract COVID-19 from attending our camp.”
If you have been tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 30 days and wish to have your child participate in any
programming, please call the office at 905-442-1648 to discuss.
Please note that all of Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue, directors, staff and volunteers are required to be fully
vaccinated. This is to ensure the safety of all programming participants and those on property previously
listed.

Limited Spaces Available & Group Size Limits
To ensure children's safety and physical distances we will have limited spaces for all summer and other yearround programming.
Each group will have no more than 15 individuals. This means we will have 1 staff member to 15 children of
the same age.
Each group of 10 will have their own workstation for the day. We have broken up the property into various
stations that represent the various themed weeks. The government guidelines state that each group always be
6 feet apart from each other. Our groups will be hundreds of feet apart and not be interacting with each
other, not even for lunch time. These stations will be their home base for the day. Each night the stations are
sanitized which allows for the group to rotate to a different home base the next day.
An example: living with the land on Monday (located in the picnic shelter) will then rotate to the Regions of
Ontario home base on Tuesday (located in the forest).
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Individual Workstations & Hand Sanitizers
In an effort to keep physical distance as outlined
by the government, each child will have their own
6 ft picnic table or activity space. The tables have
been painted in different colors and your child’s
first name will be placed on the table. This
workstation will be theirs for the day they are at
the specific station and disinfected at night. At
this workstation, they will keep their bags, eat
snacks and lunch as well as perform activities like
crafts and experiments. Each child will have their
own physical space.
Workstations will be disinfected prior to and following snacks, lunch, and activities.
Each workstation will be equipped with its own hand sanitizer and craft material.

Washroom Trailer with Running Water & Sinks
We now have washroom facilities with full running water and A/C. To ensure that all children have the access
to washing their hands we have rented a portable washroom trailer. This two-stall trailer is maintained weekly
by a third-party company. Each stall has its own sink with running water and soap and even air conditioning.
By providing this, we can ensure that all children can wash their hands as many times as needed. This is in
addition to the hand sanitizer they have at their workstation. Washroom trailers will be disinfected after each
group's use to ensure that they are safe for the next group.
In addition to the washroom facilities located by our parking lot, we have also installed an outhouse for
emergencies, should the youth not be able to make it back to the other facilities. The outhouse is also
disinfected after each use, and hand sanitizer is always available. (Spider webs are also removed each morning
to ensure our youth do not have to worry about seeing any 8-legged friends).

Applying Lotion/Sunscreen
We are not able to supply or apply sun lotion or bug repellent to children. We are happy to provide them with
reminders, but staff cannot physically apply it to the children.
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Mask-Wearing
Staff will be wearing masks when in close contact with your
children but during normal activities and programming, they
will not be worn unless the staff member chooses to do so OR
it is mandated by the government for outdoor programs. We
do not recommend sending your child with one, and the
Health Department has made many statements stating that
children wearing masks will cause them to touch their faces
more than normal. If a mask is damp, wet, or dirty it is
deemed non-usable. Trust me these kiddies are going to be
dirty at the end of each day!
For seasonal programming during winter months, short breaks are sometimes taken indoors to warm up
fingers and toes or to visit Animal Ambassadors who reside inside over winter months. Adults entering any
indoor enclosed spaces are required to always wear masks, this is following the mask mandate. However, for
children it is more an optional requirement. If you wish to have your child wear a mask for the short period of
potential indoor time, please send them with the appropriate face coverage and have that conversation with
them. These policies are considered a living document as they are changing and evolving. Our policies will stay
up to date with the most current government issued document regarding the issues.

FUN!
The most important thing about camp is having fun and building memories. We here at Soper Creek Wildlife
Rescue are looking to ensure that your child is in a safe environment but also that they are having the time of
their life. We can’t forget that children need adventure and pure joy in their life. I promise you that will never
change!

1.7 Important Facility Information
Extreme Weather Conditions
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue’s camp programs are conducted outdoors. Weather is monitored closely by the
wildlife educators and in cases of extreme weather campers may be moved inside of our medical building. This
is the only indoor space used by the campers and is only used for warming on cold days or to escape extreme
weather conditions. Campers are expected to be comfortable being outside all day and should be dressed
accordingly, with spare clothes also packed.
Cancellations due to weather events are extremely rare. If a program is going to be cancelled there will be
an email distributed by 7:15 AM on the day of the program.
In the case of extreme weather events issued by the Ontario Alert System, programming may be canceled. Or
if programming has begun, know that you are able to come pick up your child at any time.
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Power outage mention: Our regular programming hours run from 9am - 4pm. Since most programming is run
outdoors during daylight hours, a power outage does not affect the ability for staff to continue to run our
programs. Our outhouse still serves an emergency facility and hand sanitizer is always made available.
Flashlights and other safety equipment is located on property should the need arise.
In the event of a power outage, any scheduled evening programming will be postponed or canceled until
further notice.

Animal Interactions
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue is a wildlife rehabilitation centre and an outdoor education facility. We not only
care for sick, injured, and orphaned wildlife, but we also have our Animal Ambassadors, which call Soper Creek
Wildlife their permanent home.
While participating in programming at Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue your child has the unique opportunity to
interact with our Animal Ambassadors. These ambassadors are here because they were non-releasable due to
being born in captivity, permanent injury, deemed too friendly by the MNRF, or were kept illegally as pets.
The list of animals on property (found in our enchanted forest) include but not limited to groundhogs,
porcupines, songbirds, chickens, quails, long eared owl, great horned owl, pine marten, red foxes, arctic foxes,
lynx, bobcats, coyote, wolves, North American badger, dingoes, domesticated rabbits, opossum, skunk, red
sided garter snake, western hognose snake, ball python, grey rat snake, northern water snake, musk turtle,
red eared sliders, & painted turtles.
The only animals used for interactions for program participants of all ages are the following: groundhogs,
porcupines, chickens, quails (regular), long eared owl, great horned owl, red foxes, dingoes, domesticated
rabbits, opossums, skunk, red sided garter snake, western hognose snake, ball python, northern water snake,
musk turtle, red eared sliders, & painted turtles. All other species either have an age restriction for the
interaction of 13+ with no exceptions, or are only visited by trained and signed off full time staff or volunteers.

Please make sure you and your child have read the following together:
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●
I understand that the animals at Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue’s animals are overseen by two
veterinarians. These animals are dewormed each month and receive vaccines for everything they can safely be
vaccinated for.
●
The rehabilitation side of our property is off limits to all campers, unless specified in the intermediate
Junior Rehabber groups or Leaders in Training. All interaction or entrance to the rehab forest or animal
hospital building are to be accompanied by a full-time staff member with those camp groups listed only.
Before anyone meets any of our animal ambassadors we go through the following:
● Be respectful of the animal’s space, you are a guest in their home
● Indoor voices around the animals
● Always walk slow and calmly in any enclosure
● Always pet with the direction their fur or scales flows, one person at a time
● Petting gently on the back is a good spot. Do not go near their face, paws, tail area, or bellies.
● Never play around with the animal’s food or water dishes, unless specified treats are brought in by the
educational staff member for enrichment purposes. Treats are fed on a flat hand.

●
Failure to follow our rules regarding the animal
encounters or not following the instruction of the assigned
educational staff members that day, will result in your child
potentially missing their turn to have an animal interaction
that day. We consider an animal encounter a privilege, not a
right when you are enrolled in any of our educational
programs. Your child's safety and the safety of our animals
are our top priorities.
●
Your child also has access to animal artifacts such as skulls, animal pelts, bones, snake shed, and more.
All have been sourced ethically. Most of our collection comes from the Saugeen First Nations community, in
Bruce County Ontario. Or in the case of snake shed or turtle scutes, they are
collected after they have been naturally shed by some of our animal ambassadors.

●
In the event of an animal incident, parents are notified immediately. First
aid is administered if needed. A form is signed by the parent at pick up and by the
staff member present at the time of the incident.
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Snake mention: we do have a few garter snakes that live on property and can
sometimes be seen on a nature walk into our forest, or sunbathing by our pond.
Please note that garter snakes are one of 17 different species found in Ontario
and are not a deadly species. Garter snakes, if provoked, do contain a very mild
venom in their saliva which can cause slight skin irritation, itching or a rash. Again
the mention of respecting an animal's space will be gone over with your children
during programming. We greatly appreciate the few garter snakes that live on
property as they are natural pest controllers.

Poison Ivy Mention
Poison ivy is present onsite, as per the previous property owners description. However
we have yet to come across any patches ourselves, under our ownership in the past years.
Our programming areas are checked and maintained throughout the year. Our tails are
managed up to 20ft on either side of the designated trail throughout the year.
During our years of running the programs onsite, we have never had any issues with
poison ivy before. We do have signage listed at the picnic shelter with ID markers and a
picture of the plant. This section and our posted signs are added as a reminder to be safe
while enjoying the outdoors and are not to serve as a harsh warning.

Tick/ Mosquito Awareness
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue is located within the Oak Ridge
Moraine, a multi-species forest, overseen by the Ministry of
Natural Resources. Our WILD camps are 100% outdoors which
means our camp activities take place amongst our trails, fields
and streams.
Ticks, mosquitos and other disease carrying invertebrates can be
found all across Ontario. These insects will readily attach to any
accessible skin. Insect repellent is highly recommended to make
sure that ticks do not attach to your child. We will be reminding
campers to apply repellent throughout the day. Repellent is not a
100% guarantee that ticks will not attach, nor that they will not be
bitten by other insects. It is simply a deterrent. It is recommended
that you purchase a bug spray containing either 0.5% permethrin
or DEET, as these are seen as effective deterrents for both ticks
and mosquitoes.
Please remember due to COVID-19 our staff are not able to apply any form of lotion on your child. We are
happy to spray the required deterrent but can not physically apply anything to your child due to social
distancing restraints.
Ticks, specifically, release a substance in their saliva that numbs the area where they are biting, they often go
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unnoticed. For this reason we ask that you check your child for ticks each evening after camp. Once at home
common areas to look over include: under the arms, in and around the ears, near the belly button, back on
the knees, in and around your hair, between the legs and around the waist.
Ticks that have attached to the skin should be removed by grasping the head as close to the skin as possible
with tweezers and pulling firmly upwards, making sure no part of the tick is left in the skin. The area can then
be cleaned with soap and water or rubbing alcohol.
Keep the tick in a ziplock bag and call your family doctor, they may want to test the specimen for lyme disease.
Monitor the area following the removal of the tick. If the location becomes red, inflamed or the child becomes
feverish then contact your doctor immediately.
Your children’s safety is our priority so please notify staff should you find a tick on your child.
Throughout our years of programming it has been very rare for a child or staff to have found a tick on their
clothes or attached. We issue this section as a reminder to be informed and safe when enjoying outdoor
activities; not as a severe warning.

Washroom Options
Being an outdoor facility, all washrooms are also outdoors. Campers have access to portable washrooms
located outside of our medical building and an outhouse located near our forest campsites for emergency
purposes only. The portable washrooms are standard and can often be found at many other outdoor
activities. The washrooms are serviced by the providing company weekly and also checked for supplies and
cleanliness by the wildlife educators before programming starts for the day.
Children participating must be able to use a portable washroom on their own. Our educators are not
permitted inside of the portable washroom with campers, although if asked, they will help with zippers and
other similar issues outside the stall. Should a child have an accident and need a second change of clothes, we
do have a bin on new items that are donated for extreme situations. Should multiple accidents arise, a call will
be made home promptly.

Water Body - Soper Creek
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue is settled on a 15-acre property within the Oak Ridges Moraine. The property is
divided into two sections, our nature and forest school (“the enchanted forest”) and the wildlife rehabilitation
facility. We are lucky to have a diverse portion of land which includes a freshwater creek, to be able to run our
educational programming alongside. Deep in our predominantly cedar forest, there is a small portion of Soper
Creek which runs directly through the property. Soper Creek is part of the Bowmanville/Soper Creek watershed,
and is in connection with two provincially protected wetlands, offering unique learning opportunities to observe
wildlife and biodiversity during the duration of any program.
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Please take the time to read the following with your child:
●
Water play is a seasonal activity. It is up to the educational staff member discretion and common sense
to determine whether the day permits the activity or not. Determining factors include but not limited to,
weather conditions, season and temperature, age and number of the program participants, & dependent on
the number of other educational activities planned
for the day.
●
No hands-on play or activities are allowed
when program participants are by the creek.
●
It is recommended that water shoes are
brought for water activities. The creek does run
through our predominantly cedar forest, so wood,
rocks, and other debris is to be expected. Barefoot is
NOT recommended.
●
There are certain locations along the creek
which are designated for water stations or activities.
The water is ankle to waist height approximately (age
dependent).
●
Children are always monitored by the water by the educational staff member that day. At no point are
the children allowed to be by the water by themselves if the rest of the group is partaking in other activities.
●
Winter and fall months the creek area is off limits, period. Winter safety points are added into the
morning routine.
●
Know that every outdoor educational staff member is required to
have their first aid training up to date as per our employee contracts.
●
Activity at the creek or water stations can include but not limited
to: catching water bugs/crayfish/minnows for study and then they are
released, playing with mud/sticks/water or other nature marital found by
the creek, imagination games (mud kitchen activity), general playing in
the creek on hot days to cool off, balance beam (walking across logs
which lay over the creek), building dams (which are deconstructed at the
end of the week), and more.
●
Please note at no point is your child allowed to drink the creek
water. The only water refill station is blue water canisters filled each day
at the programming station, or sink/hose located at the main house.
●
At the end of the day your child will not likely be as clean as when you dropped them off at
programming. Hence the recommendation in the general MARTEN to pack a change of clothes each day.
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●
In the event of an incident parents are contacted immediately or at the end of the day (based on the
severity of the incident). First aid will be administered if needed. An incident report will be filled out by the
staff member present at the time of the incident and signed off by the parent.

Safety Practices in Place
Risk assessment done for each activity offered on site
(listed of activities in next column below), Hug-a-tree and
survive program (run by AdventureSmart & Ontario Search
and Rescue), general water safety lessons overview with
programming participants (changes seasonally), age
limitation on certain animal interactions, signs posted on
the picnic shelter with ID features of both black legged tick
and poison ivy, Survival bag activity, children are never left
unattended as per Soper Creek Wildlife policy, two door
system for all enclosures, all enclosures have lock and key
access only.

List of Activities
List of activities while at programming can include, but not limited to: creek/water time (seasonal activity),
two slackline courses, tree climbing (only as high as double the child's height), animal meet and
greets/interactions, hikes on our trail systems, fort building with forest materials, nature scavenger hunts,
building snow forts or snowman (seasonal activity), small fire pit (seasonally, weather, and group dependent),
crafts, creating animal enrichment items, games ( I-spy, what time is it Mr/Miss.Wolf, fox and squirrels tag,
etc), parachute games (popcorn, cat and mouse, etc), and many more.
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List of Safety Equipment on site
Multiple first aid kits located around the property, small portable first aid kits kept at each camp station or
with educator, multiple fire extinguishers on property, Life Vac Kit (a non-powered, non-invasive, airway
clearance device designed to assist with upper airway obstructions), x1 child EpiPen on site, x1 adult EpiPen on
site, Naloxone kit (nasal spray), bear spray, cameras which cover the parking lot for programming pick up and
drop off, signs posted on enclosures to kindly keep hand to yourself, signs on all predator enclosure indication
so, seasonal signs about slippery condition, bells mounted on trees in the forest, flashlights and other needed
tool located on property, ATV for quick extraction for forest locations, ID sheets posted at the picnic shelter
for poison ivy and black legged tick identification, tick remover tools and disinfectant wipes, hand sanitizer,
lysol wipes, PPE equipment when needed.

Address Privacy & Trespasser on Property Info
As I hope you know, Soper Creeks Wildlife Rescue’s address is not publicly online. This is a measure we have
taken to ensure the safety of your child while they are here enjoying programming and to ensure the safety of
our animals. Not having our address public significantly reduces the amount of foot traffic each year. As we
grow as an organization we understand this may become more difficult to keep private. There is a program in
place but please help us in our efforts and NEVER post our address on any social media page or public group. If
someone needs our address they can contact us directly. If they have a reason to visit the facility they will be
granted the address.
Should there be a situation in which a familiar person is here on property without a reason, they will be asked
to leave the property immediately. At no point is any member of the public allowed to be on property
unattended. You must be a staff member, trained volunteer, participant in programming in the presence of a
wildlife educator, or been given prior permission to be here. Failure to leave the property will result in 911
being called to report trespassing.
Should there be a situation with an unfamiliar person, or person who poses a threat during programming
hours, the children are taken immediately into the woods. Soper Creek Wildlife owners will be contacted and
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911 will be called. Our trail system is quite complex if you haven't been to our woods before. Through our 15
acre property we have multiple trails which lead off property. Also having trails which lead directly to each of
our neighbors properties.

Respecting our Neighbors
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue is located on Gibbs road, a small private dirt road. We share this entry way with
our neighbors. Please be respectful of this, pay attention to signage posted at the tops of driveways, making
sure you are using OUR designated parking lot and arriving at the correct address. This is especially important
during summer camp when there are many parents coming to drop off the children for programming. Please
only use our side of the road while waiting to drop off. No double parking. Please do not use our neighbors
driveways to turn around. No parking on the road. In the summer this is an issue for one of our neighbors
getting his large farm equipment onto his field from road access. Moreover in winter, no parking is allowed on
the road as it is an issue for snowplows trying to service the road.
On this road we are not the only animal lovers. Two of our neighbors have free range dogs. Our one neighbor
has a dog named Molly, who on rare occasions makes her way over to sniff around before being called back
home. Another neighbor uses the road to walk/ride her horses with her two dogs. Please be mindful of the
large but gentle animals who may be on their walk. If you see them please slow down or stop at the side of the
road and let them pass. Again our neighbors dogs are very well trained and friendly. They are only ever seen in
passing with the horses.

Risky Play Mention
Here at Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue our programming is 100% outdoors. While your child is here at camp they
partake in games, crafts, experiments, experience animal encounters, and so much more. We encourage all
programming participants to interact with others, learn as much as possible in a fun way, push themselves to
try new things and ultimately to discover through play.
Risky play involves children experimenting and pushing themselves to figure out what will happen, without
knowing the exact outcome. This self-discovery allows for the child to build self confidence in his or her own
abilities, resilience, limitation of functional abilities, and even develop their own risk-management skills.

6 ways in which children experience or engage in risky play:
1. Playing at heights
2. Play at high speeds (ex. Running, using the sleigh in the winter months)
3. Engaging with tools
4. Learning about and working near dangerous elements (Fire, Water)
5. Rough and tumble play
6. Playing with distance
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Ricky play is one of the fundamental aspects of outdoor education and
forest learning. While at Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue’s Forest and Nature
School your child will have an opportunity to participate in some of the
following activities (but not limited to):
Exploring the Creek (seasonal activity),
Slackline courses
Tree climbing (only as high as double the child's height)
Animal meet and greets/interactions,
Hikes on our trail systems
Fort building with forest materials,
Nature scavenger hunts,
Building snow forts or snowman (seasonal activity),
Small fire pit (seasonally, weather, and group dependent),
Parachute games (popcorn, cat and mouse)
Use of hand tools (hand crank drill, small hammer or mallet),
Craft tools (glue guns, scissors),
Games (hide and seek, tag, throwing frisbee, soccer),
and many more.

Use of Tools Mention
This was a sign off section during registration. As a reminder, “while your child is here participating in
programming, they are encouraged to try new things. We feel, under supervision, that tools can play a huge
part in our educational program during appropriate activities.
Examples could include using a hand drill to make a small hole in a wood slice to make a name tag on the
first day or gardening tools to help plant wildflower seeds on property. The experience of using tools can work
towards exploring risky play in a controlled environment, start to develop their own sense of risk
management, builds confidence, sense of accomplishment when finishing a project, improves creativity, helps
in the development of motor skills, coordination, and physical development, and lastly, it’s fun.
A list of tool could include the following, but not limited to: gardening tools (shovels, spades, hedge
clippers), various ropes or jute cord, hand crank drill, wood mallet or small hammer, ratchet straps, carabiners,
various types of glue and hot glue guns, stapler, scissors, and hole puncher.”

1.9 Soper Creek Programming Prep List
A list of personal items (B.E.A.R. list) is provided below. Parents are asked to label all of their child’s items
appropriately. Any items brought to programming are not the responsibility of any Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue
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employee. All personal items brought to the programming are at the child's own risk. Any lost and found items
will be placed for safekeeping until claimed.

Dressing for The Seasons
All program activities are conducted outside, therefore appropriate clothing is required. Children will
experience excitement and adventure with our diverse program activities. Registered children will have an
opportunity to purchase a Soper Creek WILDlife Camp T-shirt for $20 + HST each. For other clothing items like
sweaters, baseball caps, toques, and other items please check out our website or email
info@sopercreekwildlife.com

The B.E.A.R List
(Bring Everything, Always Ready)
(The picture to the left is a donated museum taxidermy, displayed in our
reptile room for educational purposes. She is named Ursula)
The following list of items is recommended for your child to bring to
programming. Items needed will vary depending on the weather and time of
year. Remember all programming is conducted outside, year-round. Please
send your child with weather appropriate clothing.
● Backpack
● Litterless lunch (no plastic bags please)
● Refillable water bottle
● Comfortable, loose clothing
● Extra clothing, including; socks, underwear, shirt, bottoms, hat &
mittens or gloves (seasonally dependant)
● Sunscreen (SPF50)
● Insect repellent (with DEET or 0.5% permethrin)
● Wet wipes
● Hand sanitizer
● Hat or sunglasses (optional)
A more detailed list for seasonal attire will follow this general list.
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Snacks and Lunches
Please indicate on the registration form if your child has any food allergies. Campers are expected to bring their
own nutritious, litterless lunch and snacks. We ask that the snacks only be eaten during the snack time breaks
in the morning and afternoon. Please remember we are a nut-friendly environment as many of our animal
ambassadors eat nuts as a main part of their diet. For this reason we cannot accommodate extreme nut
allergies at this facility. Participants will be given 2 snack breaks and one lunch break throughout the day. If
there is a health reason your child should be eating more snacks throughout the day, please add that information
in the health secession on your child file in the campbrain portal (same username and password you used to
register).
Water bottles are a must to bring during camp. We do have a refill station at our main building, as well as a large
water jug that is filled up and brought to each camp station daily. Should your child forget to bring a water
bottle, we do have plastic cups they are able to use for the day.

Summer weather clothing break down
The programming at Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue is 100% outdoors. Packing for programming in the summer
and planning for the weather, should include clothing & items such as:
● Extra socks & underwear
● Extra change of clothes (t-shirt, shorts or pants)
● 1x pair of rubber boot or other water shoes
● 1x pair of running shoes/close toed shoes
● Rain gear (weather dependent; waterproof jacket, rain poncho, etc)
● Loose fitting, comfortable clothing to wear that day
● Light sweater or jacket if needed
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Winter weather clothing break down
The programming at Soper Creek is 100% outdoors. The following list is a basic guide for winter
programming. Packing for programming in the winter and planning for the weather, should include clothing
items such as:

Face and neck
Layer 1
- Cotton, fleece or knitted wool materials
- Hats, neck warmers, scarves, balaclavas, etc

Hands
Layer 1
- Thin cotton mitts (these should not be the only item sent for your child's hands. As soon as they get wet
they are no good. It makes it difficult for them to participate in winter activities).
Layer 2
- Thick winter gloves or mittens (ones that claim to be water resistant or waterproof).
- SEND EXTRA THICK GLOVES (again if they get soaked through, it make it hard for you child to participate
in winter activities)

Top Layers
Layer 1
- Moisture wicking short or long sleeve, athletic wear
Layer 2
- Thermal base layer, heat tech clothing
Layer 3
- Cotton layer, either long or short sleeve shirt
Layer 4
- Thick fleece, wool, or cotton sweater/hoodie
- SEND AN EXTRA SWEATER
Layer 5
- Winter jacket or coat, “shell layer”

Bottom layer
Layer 1
- Thermal long underwear or long johns
- Athletic base layer
Layer 2
- Loose fitting comfortable pants
- Example pajama pants or track pants
Layer 3
- Shell layer
- Either thick splash pants or full snow pants depending on temperature

Feet
Layer 1
- Thin cotton socks
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Layer 2
- Thick thermal socks
- Can be heat tech or wool
- SEND EXTRA SOCKS
Layer 3
- Good fitting waterproof winter boots
(the key is not to completely compact your foot in the boot. Air pockets make materials like wool more effective
thermal insulators).
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SOPER CREEK WILDLIFE RESCUE’S
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q: Why can’t I find your address?
A: We do not post our address publicly online. This is for the safety of the children participating in our
educational programming, as well as the safety of the animals. In today’s day and age, you can never be too
careful. As we run year-round programs for students, and have hundreds of children attend our summer
camps, we want to make sure they are safe. By not listing our address we drastically reduce the number of
people who know where we are, which reduces the dangers of strangers.
Q: Are there dogs on property and will they be interacting with my child?
A: Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue does have 4 dogs on our property. We do not have any form of attack dogs;
none have been trained to attack people or animals. We do have two livestock dogs which are locked up
during the day to sleep as they work long hours at night. Legally we are required to post signs informing
people of guard dogs due to their breed, especially as they run the property protecting all of the programming
animals against coyotes when it is dark. These signs are part of our insurance policy requirement should
someone break onto the property at night. The other two dogs are rescue dogs. Bosco is 14 and barely comes
out of the house, and Captain America is a 6 year old rotti who is epileptic. He too spends most of his time in
the house. The two house dogs are only let out in our enclosed back yard. We have never had any form of
issue with any of our dogs. They all must be safe as they are personal family dogs, and there are two young
children, 6 and 9, which interact with them daily.
All of our dogs are safe. We have never had any form of an issue with them. If you would directly discuss the
matter of the dogs on the property please feel free to email or call us.
Q: Can my child stay for only half the day?
A: We do not recommend program participants stay for only half the day because our full day programs are
structured in such a way that the afternoon and morning sessions are intertwined. Missing the afternoon
sessions will result in program participants not participating in animal encounters, animal enrichments, or
other activities.
Q: What will the program participants do all day?
A: programming is filled with activities! There will be conservation-based programs, special activities, and oneto-one experiences with Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue ambassador animals.
Q: What is the staff to camper ratio?
A: Our camper to staff ratio is approximately 1 staff member for every 15 campers; ratios are in compliance
with the Ontario Camp Association.
Q: How many children are in a group?
A: There may be up to 15 participants in each group.
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Q: Are the program participants supervised at all times?
A: Yes, program participants are never left unsupervised on Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue property. Our staff
have received a background check, have had extensive training, and are all either CPR or First Aid trained. Our
camp directors are full time staff.
Q: Can you tell me if my child’s friend has already signed up for Forest School Programming?
A: Privacy laws do not allow us to share that information. Please reach out to
that child’s parents for this information.

Q: Will my child interact with any of the Soper Creek Rescue animals?
A: Throughout the year, program participants will have opportunities to have
up-close encounters with many of our animals in the presence of Soper Creek
Wildlife Educators. We also provide biofacts (pelts, bones, skulls etc.) that the
children may touch to enrich their experience. Any animals in rehabilitation are
located in a separate area of our property not accessible to program
participants unless in a specialized program.

Q: Will the programming ever close due to weather conditions?
A: Programs will not be closed due to weather or environmental conditions, unless there is a safety risk to the
program participants. If that decision has been made to end the program, all children’s’ parents will be
notified by email or phone.
Q: What happens to my child during a storm?
A: During a significant weather event the safety of your child is a priority. Should there be thunder &/or
lightning, children will be kept under our large, wooden picnic shelter which meets safety regulations. If the
weather event is still occurring at the time of pick-up, we ask that you come to our picnic shelter to retrieve
your child upon your arrival so we can keep the group under the shelter.
Should there be a period of extreme cold during winter programming access to the medical building will be
available. This heated building will give program participants a break from the cold and a chance to warm up.
Q; Are drinks made available for my child during the day?
A: No. Children are encouraged to bring bottled water. Children should bring their own reusable water bottle
labeled with their name. Refilling is available.
Q: Can my child bring snacks from home?
A: Yes. The program participants are active all day, so extra healthy snacks are encouraged. Two time slots
throughout a programming day are alloted for snack time. If your child requires more breaks because of a
health condition please add all the information into their file or email in advance.
Q: Are lunches provided for the full day programming?
A: No, program participants are expected to bring their own lunch. Please be aware that lunches are not
refrigerated, although they are kept in a shady place.
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Q: How does Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue utilize the photos taken of the program participants?
A: We like to take photos of our program participants as they are partaking in animal encounters and other
program activities. These photos are used for promotional purposes. For the safety of our program
participants, names are not included with the photos. A photo release waiver is signed for your child upon
registration. A private Facebook group has also been created in recent years so parents of program
participants, ONLY, are accepted into the group to view the group photos from the duration of the program.
The link is included in the registration email.
Q: Is there a dress code for programs?
Yes. All of the programming is outdoors. Please be sure that your child is dressed in play clothes according to
the daily weather report. Program participants will receive their camp shirt or hat (if purchased) the first
morning. Closed-toed shoes are required for all programs. Flip-flops or crocs are not allowed as they can lead
to injuries.
Q: When do I drop off my child for programming?
A: Morning drop-off will begin at 8:45 a.m. programming staff will let you know where the drop-off and pick
up area is. Early drop off is available but must be arranged prior to the start of programming. For summer
camp the drop off is like school, a kiss-n-ride system. For other programming throughout the year please use
our parking lot and a staff member will meet you at the green picnic table located in the parking lot area.
Q: When do I pick up my child from programming?
A: Program participants must be picked up by 4:00 p.m. Please indicate on the first day of camp the names of
the adults who have permission to pick them up. Camp staff will let you know where the pick-up area is. Only
those listed on the pick-up list will be able to pick your camper up. This is for the safety of your children. Late
pick up charges will apply if the child is picked up well after 4:15. Late pick up is available but must be
arranged before the start of the program.
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Contact Information:
Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue
6706 Gibbs Road
Bowmanville, Ontario
L1C 3K6

Phone: (905) 442-1648
Email:
education@sopercreekwildlife.com
Website: www.sopercreekwildlife.com
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